This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings^ of claims in the 
present application. 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claim L (Currently Amended) A method of processing a request for access to an Internet 
web site comprising the steps of: 

intercepting a web access request from a user containing an IP address of a target 
web site; 

directing the IP address to an authentication compute r, said authentication 
computer comparing the behavior of a computer at said IP address of said target website 
with a criterion for acceptability, said criterion for acceptabil ity verifying that the 
response capacity of said target website is greater than a threshold value; 
receiving a report from said authentication computer; and 
directing said web access request to said target website when said report is 
positive. 

Claim 2. (Original) A method according to claim 1 , further comprising a step of: 
directing an override request to said user; and 

directing said web access request to said target website when said user exercises 
an override option. 

Claim 3. (Original) A method according to claim 1, further comprising a step of: 
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directing said web access request to said target website when said report is 
positive without input from said user. 

Claim 4. (Original) A method according to claim 1 further comprising a step of: 

comparing said IP address of said target website with a previously stored valid IP 
address. 

Claim 5. (Original) A method according to claim 1, further comprising a step of: 

comparing said IP address of said target website with a list of suspect IP 
addresses. 

Claim 6. (Canceled) 

Claim 7. (Original) A method according to claim 6, in which said step of comparing 
behavior of the computer at said IP address of said target website with a criterion for 
acceptability comprises comparing received data from said target website with 
corresponding stored data. 

Claim 8, (Original) A method according to claim 7, in which said step of comparing 
behavior of the computer at said IP address of said target website with a criterion for 
acceptability comprises sending incorrect data to said target website and comparing data 
received from said target website in response to said incorrect data with corresponding 
stored data. 
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Claim 9. (Canceled) 



Claim 10, (Original) A method according to claim 2, further comprising a step of: 

comparing said IP address of said target website with a previously stored valid IP 
address. 

Claim 11. (Original) A method according to claim 2, further comprising a step of: 

comparing said IP address of said target website with a list of suspect IP 
addresses. 

Claim 12. (Original) A method according to claim 2, further comprising a step of: 

comparing behavior of the computer at said IP address of said target website with 
a criterion for acceptability. 

Claim 13. (Original) A method according to claim 12, in which said step of comparing 
behavior of the computer at said IP address of said target website with a criterion for 
acceptability comprises comparing received data from said target website with 
corresponding stored data. 

Claim 14. (Original) A method according to claim 13, in which said step of comparing 
behavior of the computer at said IP address of said target website with a criterion for 
acceptability comprises sending incorrect data to said target website and comparing data 
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received from said target website in response to said incorrect data with corresponding 
stored data. 

Claim 15. (Original) A method according to claim 12, in which said step of comparing 
behavior of the computer at said IP address of said target website with a criterion for 
acceptability comprises capacity verification that the response edacity of said target 
website is greater than a threshold value. 

Claim 16. (Currently Amended) A system for enabling a user browser device remote 
carrying out a method of processing a request for access to an Internet web site 
comprising: 

a first server m eans for intercepting a web access request from [[a]]flije 
user containing an IP address of a target web site; 

a second server m eans for directing the IP address to an authentication 
computer; 

said user browser device rFmeansll for receiving a report fi*om said 
authentication computer[[;]]and 

[[means]]for directing said web access request to said target website when 
said report is positive^, 

wherein the authentication computer compares the behavior of a computer at said 
IP address of said target website with a criterion for acceotabi litv, said criterion for 
acceptabilitv verifying that the response capacity of said target website is greater than a 
threshold value . 
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Claim 17. (Currently Amended) A system according to claim 16, in which said first 
server m eans for intercepting a web access request and said second server m eans for 
directing said web access request to said target website are located within the workstation 
of an individual user. 

Claim 18. (Currently Amended) A system according to claim 16, in which said fiiM 
server m eans for intercepting a web access requ^t and said second server means for 
directing said web acc^s request to said target website are located centrally in a network 
containing a plurality of workstations of individual users. 

Claim 19. (Currently Amended) A computer program stora ge device, readable bv 
machine, tangibly embodying a program of instructions execut able bv a machine for 
accessing an Internet web site, n articl e of mMiufaotur e in computer readable feim 
comprising moans for p e rforming a m e thod for operating a computer syatom having a 
program ^ said method comprising the steps of: 

intercepting a web access request from a user containing an IP address of a target 
web site; 

directing the IP address to an authentication computer, said authentication 
computer comparing the behavior of a computer at said IP address of said target website 
with a criterion for acceptability, said criterion for acceptability verifying that the 
response capacity of said target website is greater than a threshold value ; 

receiving a report from said authentication computer; and 
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directing said web access request to said target website when said report is 
positive. 



Claim 20. (Currently Amended) A«-fflrtiet eThe computer pro gram storage device 
according to claim 19, furtfier comprising a step of: 

directing an override request to said user; and directing said web access request to 

said target website when said user exercises an override option. 

Claim 21. (Currently Amended) The computer program storage device An-artiele 
according to claim 19, further comprising a step of: 

directing said web access request to said target website when said report is 
positive without input from said user. 

Claim 22. (Canceled) 

Claim 23. (Currently Amended) A computer program storag e device, readable bv 
machine, taneiblv embodying a program of instructions execu table bv a machine for 
accessing an Internet web site. An ortiolo of manufaoturo in computer readable form 
comprising meanG for performing a m e thod for operating a computer system having a 
program, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving from a user the IP address of a target web site in an authentication 
computer; 

testing a [[aid]] target web site; 
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[[and]] sending a rqport to said user; 

wherein, the step of testing a target website further inclu des the sub-step of 
comparing the behavior of a computer at said IP address of said target website with a 
criterion for acceptability, said criterion for acceptability verifyin g that the response 
capacity of said target website is greater than a threshold value . 

Claim 24. (Currently Amended) An artiole T he computer p r ogram storage device 
according to claim 23, wherein, the step of testing a target websi te further includes the 
sub-step of fi irther compri & ing a step of : 

comparing said IP address of said target website with a previously stored valid IP 
address. 

Claim 25. (Currently Amended) The computer program s t orage device An articl e 
according to claim 23, wherein, the step of testing a target webs ite further includes the 
sub-step o f furthcir oomprisina a otep of : 

comparing said IP address of said target website with a list of suspect IP 
addresses. 

Claim 26. (Canceled) 

Claim 27. (Currently Amended) The computer program st o rage device An article 
according to claim [[26]] 23, wherein, the step of testing a target webs ite further includes 
the sub-step of i n which said step of comparing behavior of the computer at said IP 
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address of said target website with a criterion for acceptability comprises comparing 
received data firom said target website with corresponding stored data. 

Claim 28. (Currently Amended) The computer program storage device A araFfaiele 
according to claim 27, in which said step of comparing behavior of the computer at said 
IP address of said target website with a criterion for acceptability comprises sending 
incorrect data to said target website and comparing data received from said target website 
in response to said incorrect data with corresponding stored data. 

Claim 29. (Canceled) 
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